
Downunder   

Dictation  

and  

Teacherõs Guide 

SAMPLE PAGES 



 

LESSON  Page  Copybook 

  INTRODUCTION  4   

 1 Little Tommy Tadpole by C J Dennis 14   One 

2 Kookaburra Sits in the Old Gum Tree by M Sinclair  15  One 

3 Bound for Botany Bay 16 One 

4 The Wonderland of Nature by Nuri Mass  17  One 

5 Australian Legendary Tales by K Langloh-Parker  18  One 

6 Click go the Shears  19  One 

7 Spotty the Bower Bird by E S Sorenson  20  One 

8 CŀǊƳŜǊ {ƘǳƭǘȊΩǎ 5ǳŎƪǎ by Colin Thiele  21  One 

9 Tiger in the Bush by Nan Chauncy  22  Two 

10 A Book for Kids by C J Dennis  23  Two 

11 Our Sunburnt Country by A Baillie  24  Two 

12 James Ruse by Watkin Tench  25  Two 

13 Six Little New Zealanders by Esther Glen  26  Two 

14 A Bush Calendar by Amy Mack  28 Two  

15 The Silver Brumby by E Mitchell 29 Two 

16 YƛƴƎΩǎ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭǎ 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ  30 Two  

17 The Wonderland of Nature by Nuri Mass  31 Two  

18 Crowns of Fire  32 Two  

19 Advance Australia Fair by Peter Dodds McCormick  33 Three  

20 The Singing Wire by Eve Pownall  34 Three   

 21 Following the Equator by Mark Twain  35 Three 

22 A Letter from Strzelecki 36 Three 

 23 Shearing at Castlereagh by Banjo Patterson. 37  Three   

24  Naturecraft in Australia by Thistle Harris 38 Three 

25 Valley of Heavenly Gold by Eve Sutton 39 Three 

 26 A Mothers Offering to her Children by Charlotte Barton  40 Three   

 27 Flynn of the Inland by Ion Idriess  42 Three   

28 Seven Little Australians by Ethel Turner 43 Three 

 29 /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ /ƻƻƪΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ±ƻȅŀƎŜ   44 Three   

 30 & 31 .ƭƛƎƘΩǎ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǘƛƴȅ ƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘ IΦaΦ {ƘƛǇ .ƻǳƴǘȅ  Part One  and Two  45  Three   

 32 Old New Zealand: A Tale of the Good Old Times by A Pakeha Maori  47 Three   

 Appendix I  Spelling Rules 48  

 Appendix II ς  Grammar and Literary Terms check List 50  

 Appendix III ς Charlotte Mason Grammar Lessons 53  

 Appendix IV ς Text types 58  

 Appendix VτPunctuation usage 60  

 Appendix VIτLesson Planner 62  

 References 63  



INTRODUCTION  

Downunder Dictation and Teacherõs Guide is a complementary resource to the Downunder Copy Work series. 

The goal of this book is to teach you how to apply the useful method of dictation based on the teachings of Ruth 

Beechick and Charlotte Mason. It also gives       suggestions to help you extend this resource to cover other areas 

of language arts study. The dictation lessons are all based on the quotes used in the Downunder Copy Work se-

ries.  

Excerpts from whole or ôlivingõ books, dating from 1769-2007, have  been used. They in-

clude: classic fiction, poetry, songs, biographies, studies of nature and explorersõ journals. Pas-

sages have been carefully selected from a broad range of good Australian and New   Zealand 

literature. These extracts introduce your student ômind to mindõ with the author. They are edu-

cational, encouraging, uplifting and will bring delight to you and your         students.  

We hope that, in using this material, you will be introduced to some wonderful books and writings of 

which you were previously unaware.  At times the extracts have stopped in places that will leave your student 

ôhungry for moreõ. If they want to read the whole book, encourage them. Most of these books you should be able 

to find second hand or in a library. Some are out of print, but with a little hunting you can find them. We did!  

Many of the included works highlight what was happening in the era in which they were written. For this 

reason, some of the literature may well be ôpolitically incorrectõ by  todayõs standards, but at the time of writing it 

was not. Please use anything that is  ôpolitically incorrectõ as an opportunity to teach your student about the cul-

ture of the times. 

During research for the Downunder Copy Work books we found many of the selected extracts, poems and 

songs online. We also found great educational sites about Australian and New Zealnd history and famous people. 

We decided to link the Table of Contents in each copy work book with relevant websites where possible. We have 

also provided some                         ôhard-to-comeðbyõ nature stories, such as Spotty the Bower Bird, and a selection 

of Amy Mackõs Bushland Stories for you to download. To take advantage of this tool, go to our    website  

http:// www.downunderlit.com and click on literature links.  



Lesson Five  

Australian Legendary Tales  

Katherine Langloh Parker ©1896 

Oolah, the lizard, was tired of lying in the sun, doing noth-

ing. So he said, ôI will go and play.õ He took his boomerangs out 

and began to practise throwing them. While he was doing so a 

galah came up, and stood near, watching the boomerangs come 

flying back.  

  

..for the kind of boomerangs Oolah was throwing were the 

bubberahs. They are smaller than the others, and more curved, 

and when they are properly thrown they return to the thrower, 

which other boomerangs do not.  

  

  

  

 

 



Lesson Fifteen  

The Silver Brumby  

E Mitchell  from The Silver Brumby  © 1958 The Estate Of E.Mitchell. Curtis Brown Pty Ltd  

    Once there was a dark, stormy night in spring, when, 

deep down in their holes, the wombats knew not to come out, 

when the possums stayed quiet in their hollow limbs, when the 

great black flying phallangers that live in the mountain forests 

never stirred. On this night, Bel Bel, the cream brumby mare, 

gave birth to a colt foal, pale like herself, or paler, in that wild, 

black storm.  

Bel Bel had chosen the birthplace of the foal wisely. He was 

on springy snowgrass under a great overhang of granite that 

sheltered him from the driving rain. There he lay, only a pale 

bundle in the black dark, while Bel Bel licked him clean and 

nuzzled him. The wind roared and howled through the granite 

tors above in the Ramshead Range, where the snow still lay, but 

there was no single sound of animal or bird      except the 

mournful howl of a dingo ñonce, twice, it rang out and its echo 

answered, weird and wild.  



Lesson Twenty -Eight  

Seven Little Australians  

Ethel Turner © 1894  

In England, and America, and Africa, and Asia, the little 

folks may be paragons of virtue, I know little about them.  

But in Australia a model child is ñ I say it not  without 

thankfulness ñ an unknown quantity.  

It may be that the miasmas of naughtiness develop best in 

the sunny brilliancy of our atmosphere.  It may be that the 

land and the people are young -hearted together, and the   

children's spirits not crushed and saddened by the shadow of 

long years' sorrowful history.  

There is a lurking sparkle of joyousness and rebellion and 

mischief in nature here, and therefore in children.  

Often the light grows dull and the bright colouring fades to 

neutral tints in the dust and heat of the day.  But when it  

survives play -days and school -days, circumstances alone    

determine whether the electric sparkle shall go to play        

will -o'-the -wisp with the larrikin type, or warm the breasts of 

the spirited, single -hearted, loyal ones who alone can ôadvance 

Australia.õ  


